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CONFIDENTIAL WELLINGTON 2231 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFORNZ 

SUB J : PRIME MINISTER KIRK EULOGIZES FRANCE 
REF: WELLINGTON 2130 

1. PRIME MINISTER NORMAN KIRK MADE EXTRAORDINARILY WARM 
REMARKS ABOUT FRANCE AT FRENCH EMBASSY'S BASTILLE DAY 
CELEBRATION JULY 14. WITHOUT REFERRING EXPLICITLY TO FRENCH 
NUCLEAR TESTING POLICY, KIRK HINTED THAT HIS ATTENDANCE AT 
THE CELEBRATION RESULTED FROM A CHANGE OF ATTITUDE ON THE 
PART OF FRANCE. A MESSAGE HAD BEEN RECEIVED FROM PRESIDENT 
GISCARD J'ESTAING BUT NO DETAILS OF IT WERE DIVULGED. 

PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT WHATEVER THE TRANSIENT DIFFICULTIES 
BETWEEN FRANCE AND NEW ZEALAND MIGHT BE, FRANCE HAD LEFT A 
LEGACY OF DEMOCRACY AND LIBERTY TO THE WHOLE WORLD WHICH 
ENDURED NOTWITHSTANDING TEMPORARY MISUNDERSTANDINGS. 

2. COMMENT. LAST YEAR WHEN NUCLEAR CONTROVERSY WITH FRANCE 
WAS A HOT ISSUE, NEW ZEALAND SENT ONLY A SUB-MINISTERIAL 
OFFICIAL TO BASTILLE DAY. BUT THIS YEAR SALES OF NEW ZEALAND 
MEAT ARE SLOW AND GOOD WILL OF FRANCE IS IMPORTANT TO GAINING 
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ACCESS TO EEC MARKET. IT IS IN THIS CONTEXT THAT KIRK S 
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WARM WORDS FOR FRANCE SHOULD BE VIEWED. 
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